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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

0ONQ1UBML- Huth luanrhcs In sp.sfiion. -

Prnate-: Mr. Mills Introduced another Cuban
r*»«-ailtitlnn: aeveral unimportant Lills were

passed. -j-__- House: Dt-bate* ob the Pacific Kail-
reiaal Refunding bill ams begun, Messrs. Powers
anal Orner speaking for the measure, and Meeara,
Hubbard and Bell acalnst it.

FOREIGN..-Premier Canovas denies that ther**
j.*) any fouaetlntlon for th*- reports of impendinu
changee In lb*- Spanish Ministry. ... Premier
Laurier of the Dominion of Canada made an ael-
.lr- -.-.^ on clerical non-interference in Quebec.

MiHs Edith L. Collins, a ward of Chaun¬
cey M. Depew, was married in Paris to Karlik!
Bey (Count Cz.tykowski). Monxiirnor Fran-
e;..is Marie Tregaro, Bishop of Bees, died Wednes¬
day
DOMESTIC.-The tariff views of woollen

manufacture-s were heard by the Ways and
Means Committee. .... Frederick Bauman, a

prisoner in Jail In Louisville1. Ky., says he is ono

of the men who murdered Frank P. Arbuckle,
of De-nver. in New-York City on November 19.
_-Senator Allison confirmed the statement
that he ls ne.t to he a member of Major McKin¬
ley's Cabinet. -¦ ¦' The President and Mrs.
Cleveland gove their flrst state dinner of the
season.

CITY..A hearing; on the provisions of the new
chart**r relating to the Mayor's power of re¬

moval was held; the Chamber of Commerce
,isk*"l thnt ii...1" time be gljren the consideration
e>f the charter _ The Corbin estate trans¬

ferred to a syn'llcale headed by Charles If.
Pratt the control of the Long Island Railroad.

The* Old Ouard ball w.as held at the
M. tropolltna Opera House. __r^. The trial of
Captain Chapman for his conduct at the Seeley
ilinna-r was opened by Police Commissioner
Ornnt. .-__= A receiver was appointed for Oscar
Hammerstein. - J. H. Johnston A: Co., jewel¬
lers and silversmiths, at No. 17 Union Square,
made an assignment. ____= Stocks were sirona
and higher.
THK WKATHKR..Forecast for to-day: Fair;

cloudy in the afternoon. The temperature yes-
terdav: Highest. M degveee; lowest, 2S; aver¬
age, :{«»*¦*.

OEOUEDB FOR HOPE.
If was idle to <*x*>f»*t that business would iin-

Biediately recover all lr had lost In four Demo¬
cratic years. It waa Idle to suppose Ihat the
recovery could he anywhere near complete
while the same laws continue in ft,ree and are

nilniini-ie*rcil by tlie same officials, iu respect to

the admission of foreign goods bearing ad va¬

lorem ntten, often most unfavorably to Ameri¬
can IntereetaS. Those who h.*. ve protended leiex-

pee-t all the fruits of a Republican Administra¬
tion and policy before that policy had gone Into
e.per.'iti.-n or that administration had begun,
hav.* laken pains to advertise their own want

of sincerity or of senile. But the starting of
MN manufacturing works with Hie opening of
the year is evidence Ihat the prosjwet of Re--

puhUcnn Govenaca* is regarded by solid men

as sound reason for MptCCtag better times.
The Maryland and Lackawanna Steel Works
have .started part of their plants, several large
iarp<*t mills have gone into operation during the
last arnold and other establishments in consid¬
erable mimicer, involving the lncrei.se of many
thousands In working force.

lt seems to mom inconsistent with reviving
prosperity that wagon have been reduced in a

few large* establishment* manufacturing steel,
lt does not appear that all or most of the hands
in these establishments have had wages re¬

duced, ami tho changes may be partly in the
nature of readjustment as respects classes
which have been relatively better paid than
others. But IkON ls ono obvious reason for ex¬

pecting, in a small number of steel making con¬

cerns, lower wages than were paid before the
combination known as the billet pool ceased to

control pri'*es. For months the nominal price
for steel billets was held at $20 50 in Pittsburg,
and open compution has now reduced it, ae*-

eording to Pittsburg dispatches, to about Jir».'<'»
l>er ton. Aa Hesse-inor pig costs over flo. and
the bare coat of converting into billets ls usually
considered about *."> per ton, lt appears thnt the
reduction In price has been as much as the en-

lire cost of operation, wages and all, and if
eemipetitiou is to continue, the works will prob¬
ably be unable lo pay as much as they could
while maintaining prices $5 higher than are

now paid.
The higher prlc-? of billets was for niemths
a- eMM of serious embarraasmeut in lmp>r-

::iut branches of Industrj-. Thus the steel rall
i.,ills fixed their price ol *:*."> per ton, and lu
< ..nseqiience their deliveries during the* whole of

-i year were WKi.isKl te>ns, against I.-'isi.iski in

IEE*, the capacity of the mills being oror2,000,-
r>*i tons. Probably a gntl many m.-n had no I
work at all In them establishments, because the
lew billet makers kept prices high ene)i!«(i to

|..-.>. better wages than they can now pay. The
tinplate manufacturers also have l>een embar
r.ssed in their rivalry with each other, some

be ing able and others not able to secure ;i.i

vantages as to prices of material, and the open
competition means for them. In all probability,
larger employment and more hands at 'Vork,
and a larger control of the home inark»t. It is

easy to sec that in other branches of nmnufae-
/H-r employing a great numlier of hands the
¦ob ilyu of demand and of work which has

resulted from a high price for billets has af¬
fected a far grouter number of persons than are

engaged in tho manufacture of billets for sal)-.
Lower cost of material offers to them all a

more* hopeful prosper!.
The gain in business has already boon great,

nnd because of the abandonment of sever il
combinations promises to lie greater. There is

solid reason also for congratulation in the fact
thal weak and crippled banking Institutions,
which were practically rendered dangerous ie>

th<> business community b.v their condition in
..onsoeiuetice of entanglement willi speculations.
hore now boon brushed out of the way. ami at

i season when no general disturbance resulted.
Safety ami confidence nre the very foiimlatie>n
>f activity in manufactures and trade, and it is
not to be denied thnt in this respect the busi-
uess world ls better prepared for the enterprise
mid expansion nf more prosperous times than it
has been for years. Tlie clearing away of the
wreckage of past storms is not a pleasant, bul
ls a most necessary, preparation for mire pros¬
perous activity.

THE CHAMBER AND THE CHARTER.
In unanimously demanding further time for

the work of making a charter for Greater New-

York, and appointing a committee to pres.'iit the
case to tho Legislature, the Chamber of Com¬
merce at Its meeting yesterday performed a cred¬
itable act Whether or not practically useful
results will follow remains to be seen. Wo
should not have the slightest expectation tli.it
they would excepting for the assertion positive¬
ly made at the meeting that the members of the
Charter Commission are themselves anxious for
more time. If that is true they may conclude
to make an earnest appeal to the Legislature,
and the refusal of such an appeal would be

equivalent to a declaration that the Commission
is incapable and untrustworthy. Moreover, <'ov-

ernor Black's message alfords some reason fe>r

believing that the Commission can command his

Influence.
The chief feature of yesterday's meeting wai

Mr. Hewitt's speech. We de, not believe that
Mr. Hewitt ever made a better Speech in bis
life- that is to say, a speech more* exae'tly aila pi¬
ed to the situation and tho purpose. Wc benttlly
approve every word of it. If The Tribune ha«
not recently renewed the appeal* for delibera¬
tion in thi* affair, and for .i submission of the

proj-osed charter to tho people, which lt kept np
all last winter, lt is only because there was pp
parently no hope of postponing final action, while
there was a possibility of improving the brief
period allowed for dlscnsssion liv the frank ex-

preaaloo of such opinions as might be adopted
with reasonable safety after a busty examina¬
tion of a vast anti complicated subject We
hare e-onstautly felt how Inadequate any snell
consideration of the proposed charter must be,
and are not in the least ashamed to find cur-

selves in the company of Mr. Hewitt, who, bring¬
ing to the task a keen intellect, lung cltlc v

peiience and much official knowledge, explicitly
declares: "I have tried to understand ii; I know

nothing about it." If that i* Mr. Hewitt's con¬

dition, how utterly preposterous is lt to suppose
that the Legislature can be prepared to jmlge*
the charter Intelligently before the first eif March!
The weirk Impoaed upon tho Commission was

enormous and intricate, and the document whlcb
is issuing from their hands ls of correapondlng
bulk and complexity. It is no inflection upon
the men who have accompliabed this moon-
me'iiial task in some fashion to doubt or to deny
its pcrfeetie>n. It is a miracle if they hive even

half dlgeste'd the subject.
Mr. Hewitt's comparison of the time spent b.v

the ablest men of their generation in drafting
the Constitution of the T'nited States and in the
discussion which pree-eded its adoption willi the
time allowed to the Charter Commission, the

people and the Legislature is striking and In¬

structive. He did not mein to imply rh.it the
analogy was perfect. The Constitution ls not
only infinitely less detailed, but extremely difli-
ftilt of ameiielment. The charier is a boely of

laws which is always capable of rectification by
quick processes. lint whence proceeds so much
bs the semblance of a necessity for reqairinf
diizeus of character and ability to toil terribly
under every conceivable disadvantage. With the

probable result of having their work subjected
to Impatient condemnation and endless altera¬
tions, after !>. Legislature wholly incompetent as

io this matter, whatever Its general qualifications
may be. has automatically "jammed it through"?
We deny, as we alway* have denied, that the-re

is any reason whatsoever in our civic circum-

Itances, or any argument derived from wini
menial considerations, for precipitancy which
would be rash and perilous if the issue were

life or death. Even tn that case, we insist that

to take action without more deliberation than
has been given to this matter would be a rank
betrayal of the people by those whom they
trusted.
With reference to the submission of ihe cbur-

ter to the people Ave say once more, as we have
Raid a score of times, that the referendum is a

device whlcb ought not to be employed for lhe
settlement of ordinary questions under a repre¬
sentative government. Mr. Hewitt was careful
to express the same opinion, but he properly in-
ilnde-d the adoption of a charter for ibis terri*
lory and population Under the rule whleh I** uni¬

versally applied to constitutions. These three
million people have an inalienable moral right
to accept or reject an organic act profoundly af¬

fecting their welfare and destiny. If in the
action of the Chamber of Coinme-rce. supple-
tnented. as we trust it may be, by other organiza¬
tions and by individual citizens, there is any

hope of bringing this momentous transaction
under safe conduct, we believe it will be wei
Domed bj a great majority in every community
whose credit and prosperity are at stake.

RAPID TRANSIT TO LOXG ISLAND.
The achene prepared by Mayor Worst**"**..

Commission for the solution of the Atlantic are

problem, a* it has long been termed, is of in¬
terest to the people of tfils city as well as te) their

neighbors in Hrooklyn. Inasmuch as in connec-
lion with lt a tunnel under the Kast Kivr to lhe
heart of the business section of New-York is

projected. The first hint of this plan was ghin
In Mr. Wurster's message on Monday, and its

details as worked out by the Commission will
be presented to him and to the public to-day.
The steam railroael on Atlantlc-nve. has always
bean a nuisance, a danger and a detriment te> a

large see-tion of llroeeklyn, and the evils arising
from it Increase with the growth of population.
It divides the city into two paris for a long dis¬
tance, ls crossed at grade by a large number eif
streets and has caused the loss of many lives.
Many attempts toward ge-tting rid of lt have
boon mail)*, bm the large cost involved has stood
tl au Impassable barrier in their way. The- city
coiilel not afford to undertake the work, ami Die

company could not see its sccnuni in a huge
expenditure that weald give it no added bust-
MSS.
At length, however, a practicable plan has

l-een worked otu. and ,t ls lindersianni that the

I/ong Island Railroad < -ompany siaiieN ready io

de) lu share in the ib-pressing ami elevating of
the trae-ks on Atlantic ave., and to back up the
project for a tunuel from the present Flatbii«li-
ave. nation lu Brooklyn io Ce>rtlandi and Chore.
its.. In this city. The meaning of all this is that
rauid transit is to be supplied Am:tv,eui New-

York ami Brooklyn, and nlso to a large part of

the western end eif Long Island. Hx press trains.
WO are tedd, ari* to be run by electricity at Ihs
rate of forty milos an hour, ami passengers will

in- carried to the furthest limits of Brooklyn, and

beyond, as quickly as ihey mn be tak'Mi from

our City Hall t*> the Harlen when the nader-
ground system in this elly is completed. At tho
same* time the pressure on the Hrooklyn Bridge
will l»> lettered. Long Island for thirty or forty
miles will become tIm* most accessible suburb e>f

the metropolis, ami that section of Greater New-
York will enjoy a boom of unprecedented pro*
portions.
The scheme as a whoh' is most alluring. It

has been devised by practical men of business,
whp believe there is "money in it," as there
must bs in any enterprise that business men sro

willing te> undertake. A few weeks ago the

membera of tin. Atlantic Avenue Commission
believed Ihat the problem before them wns In¬

soluble. And so it would have been without Hie
co-operation e<f the* Long Island Railroad throiiL'h
its energetic anil far-se>eing president Tin* plan
agreed on is feasible and sore to be of immense
advantage to both Hrooklyn ami New-York. Ap-
parently there is a determined purpeise on the

part of those* chiefly interested to carry lt out.

Some lenislation is likely to be necessary, but
as the measure to provide it will go to Albany
with the approval of tba Hrooklyn authorities
there simula) be link* difficulty In securing its

enactment. Brooklyn, it is true, will be called
on to pay a share of the expe>nse of ridding At*
lantie*-ave. of ihe railroad which has boen se,

great a blight on lt. but the cost can be so dis-
trlbufed that the burden created will be of small
account compared with the- benefits obtained.

MORE TROI RLE IN NEBRASKA.
There seems I" be trouble in Custer County.

Neb. Anel. Judging from the manifestations
which have reached us, a heap of it, too. What
is mor1**. and what lends it additional Interest f<*r
our renders, Tiie Tribune appears to be the- in

Docent cause of it. From a late issue of that

ably edited, fenrless and outspoken organ of

public opinion as she i< spoke and wrote. 'Tlie

Custer County Independent," we lenin that tho
si'hool authorities of ('allaway In that county
recently voted to introduce newspapers as sup¬
plementary reading in connection with tbe ordi¬
nary textbooks in dally use In tin' schools.
Whether they wore led tei take this ste)) by
hahiinnl reading of the elevating and inspiring
utterances e>f "The inde'pe'iieient" (weekly), snd
the conviction that the- youth of ("allaway woulei
be benefited Intellectually by the study of their
¦mooth and limpid literary styler, as we-11 as

morally by their purity <>f sentiment ami looa
eif deep sincerity, nre elo not know. From the

fact tiiHt th)> editor of "Th.*- Independent" dis-

spproves the plan, we infer not We rasped
that that influential newspaper i-* not Included
in the- supplementary readings.
Hui The- Tribune is. And Ibe editor of 'The

Custer County Independent" apparently does
not approve of The Tribune, At least that ls
our Inference fre.m a column ami a half in its

Issue nt December 17, in which lt cneloavor-.
in a genial, but quite wann-hcarted. earnest
way to convince the sch.iol sntborltles that

they have made a mistake "If." it says, "a

"School Hoard should Bend io Tophet for teach*
"its, procure the* nomenclature of tlie Fish
"marker and I'andaetnonium for dictionary and
"spelling book, maps and descriptions of the 1 ti-

"ferns! World for its physical and descriptive
"geographies. Satan's calculations for its mathe*
"mattes, lamentations ol lost souls for its ora*

"tory, nnd the rot of Boswell c,. Bon ami the

"Re-pnhli.'a'in for it1* literature, the* blunder
"might, by a tens,- streich of Infinite mercy, be
"overlooked and ihe> maniacs pardoned." Prom
which it will l»e observed that Behool Boards
may, in the editor's judgment, he allowed eon*

side-ruble liberty iii the exercise of the-ir func¬
tions without putting themselves absolutely be-

yonel the pale of infinite mercy. Ye-t there is e>no

unpardonable sin which he proceeds to describe
in the following breezy paragraph:
But, to select The New-Tork Tribune as sup¬

plementary rending to the pure leesons of the
fourth render, an.l thus Introduce worse than
aaplc, arorae thnn ruiii-a. norse than spieler's ]n>i-
sun iota, the BUSCeptible minels an'l hearts of pu¬
pils oiei f*n'iii)?h f.<r the f.eurth render old enough
to begin to feel like* reaching fains ard to maturi¬
ty and to sight In the distance the boreler-line-s e,f
the* lanai e,f mnn and womanhood, throws Tsii-
cretln H'irgia and "Jack th.' Ripper" into the
Bhade and lenvea us without an excuse to ask,
"what next?"- -for nothing worse could b*- ant ie i.
pate*d:
There ls a certain fascination 1n the earnest

and forcible style with whi.-h Populist editors
anil orators pot wonLs together whlcb one can¬

not resist, eve'ii when they have, as these elo. a

tinge of unfriendliness, For Instance, when this
editor calls The Tribune a "journalistic mon¬

strosity." and describes it as "tha vilest, foul-
"est. dirtiest, least reputable, timst intolerable
"and most untruthful sheet that tbe patience of
"a long-suffering people ever allowed t<> utter
"the language of hell," nre forget that the lan¬
guage, strictly speaking, is a trifle uiieoinpli-
mentary, and just loee ourselves In admiration
e»f the sweetness and beaut} ami rhythmic Bow
eif it. lt seems a pity that -ii'-h ge-ins of elo¬

quence have to be wrought out laboriously fur
a. newspaper, Instead til being flung out spon¬
taneously with appropriate gesticulation from
the slump. If this writer only bad the* .ame

gift of language in extemporaneous discourse
that be exhibits iu bis netrspuper, nothing could
.-teip ile' Populists from nominating him fe.r
President of tin* t'nited siaie's. wv forbear to

ejlleile* BOlUC portion-: eif tlli-4 ari:i'le whie'l) SCe'in

lo exhibit a less calm ami j ik 11< i.-i 1 spirit than
Ibe extracts gfran, because, alth.mgh adapted
ii.i eienibi io ..fhe Independent's** a,on--tliue.ney,
they might be cwnsieb-red by the fastidious as

jus! a huckleberry too rank for their fast-e-*.

lu conclusion, the editor urges that all news¬

papers "be ke'pt out of our schools, away from
tlie- companionship of our textbooks.** adding
in a gently touching anal tenderly pathetic tone,
"let them be nail under the protecting niel af¬
fectionate Influences of Home!" This ls real
tweet; a titling tribute io the "protecting and
affectionate Influences'* of which his Intelligent
trestmenl e>f currenl questions shows the rips
reunite And certainly if "The )'u<i..r County
Independent" must Im- re.iel anywhere, lt ihonld
be whe're- then- are "protecting ami affectionate
Influences."

THE TREATMENT Ol' FOEEIOS NATIONS.
ll is more than fifty years since the United

Btatea has acquired any territory except by
purchase. Thai ls mon than the lifetime of a

generation. li is long enough to oombilah a

National character. Ne,tiling prevented vbto-
rlous armie-s e>f 1MB from ..Milking nil over

territory te> the. northward e>r to the southwurel,
except the --..ii*-*-* of honor and fair dealing. In
plain truth Americans wlahed t., deal justly
with everybody ami had no covetow longing
lol' lhe Dillies eil Meviao ,,r ih" fe.l'eM-J eil' C'lll-
aeia. wis,- regard for self interest, too, ap-
penred te, ninny who mimi; considered poaei-
i.iiitbs to fe.rbiei any effort loaaalmllate Preach
Canadian ami British populations on one side,
or Spanish ami mixed populations on Hie either.
The people feb thai they hail tasks enough
to bring into civilization anel harmony willi
free Institutions lbs wild regions elnndy ac*
«iuire*el. 1'.brn e«rpii>_ e>r Jaaloney cannot sl¬
ier Hie fad that tins Las been the American

temper ever since the Civil War, and, in truth, j
long before.

lt has lieen possible on many occasions to

s.-i/.e* upon events as sufiklenl pretexts for oe-

e-iiliaHon of Cutta, for Instance, or other terri-

le.iy whlcb might have been valuable to this

country. Ihe movement of an army of disci¬

plined veterans could baVO practically ended the

ceuite-si within a few weeks. Tha people have

never encouraged or even desired such a move¬

ment Tiny have- utterly discouraged plans
which looked to any vioiaiiou of the rights of
other nations, oven when lhere was sutiicieiit

pretext for action. The historian, the dispas¬
sionate* observer of eventa within tte last thirty
years, Who fails te» recognise fully ami frankly
this iinwilllngne'ss of Americans to step be¬

yond their proper bon >ds and to take responsi¬
bility for other territory and more or less un¬

congenial population, completely falls te> com*

pretend events.
This record Of more than a generation ought

lu fairness to te justly weighed and gener¬

ously considered whenever there is a possible*
question of ftirlhet ae'eiuisltion of territory,
lt is only commop-sense ur remember thnt
what Americans are supposed to covet they
could liave taken many times within half a

century, when there was no nai ion prepared
or able to offer serious resistance. Not in a

spirit of boosting, ont with tlie strictest regard
for thnt impartial ami unerring record to which
every na'ion has a right to appeal, lt may be>

said that the people of this country have.

abundantly proved that they do not covet their

neighbors' vineyards, or sugar fields, or forests.
There ls absolute.ly no American sentiment
worth considering which has at any time

sought annexation of territory to the injury of

any foreign Power.
As this is incontestable .Americans may with

reason appeal lo all otter nations to consider
without prejudice any expressions eif feeling,
wise or unwise, which may be made nbeiut tte
unfortunate r-ondition of Cuba. Whether these
expressieins seem warranted or not, Americuns
have at least the right to ask that they be not
reckoned the fruit of sellish acquisltlve-ness.
The fact is well known to all that the people
of this country, having enjoyed 'lie blessings
of self-government. an> unselfishly bul strongly
inclined t'> sympathize with people of any other
country who seek the same blessings. If ought
to be icckonrd to their e-redit that. In spite of
this me>--t naturnl feeling, they hove not rakeo
possession ot adjacent territory when it was

nullo within their power and thin* was ample
pretext, but have ai all time* striven io pre¬
serve without tarnish their honor toward other
friendly .Powers anei te> restrain as fsr as pos¬
sible the disposition ttf individuals b) intcrfe-re
in be-half of till who see-u their independence.

uBOSSBSSE ABOi T CUBA."
The observation is made thar "a goe»i deal

"eif nonsense ls going the rounds of the press
"concerning Ite Cuban situation." lt is quite
true, nnel .t has been trim ever since the? pres-
e-ni war began At tirst there were supercilious
denials ihat there was any war. or that it was

or would become at all serious. Only a few
scattered tends of marauders hail broken
loose; the Cuban people as a whole' were loyal
ami devoted to spain. Se> we- were- told. Itur
thai was rank nonsense, as speedily became
evident, when practically the- whole native

population of the Island ranged itself more or

less actively against Spain, In an organized
movement for independence. Next it was sa iii
the Cubans hail do just cause for revolt, that
the Spanish Government had been humane and
liberal, ami that Ikons who rebelled we-re mon¬

sters of ingratitude. That, too, has teen
marked nonsense by the Spanish ""Jovrrnmcnt

Itself, In its confession of the urge>nt need of
administrative ami aether reforms.
Hut the nonsense mill grinds merrily on. When,

months ago. 'I lie Tribune announced that rhe»
Cleveland Administration had ix-en making
overtures <>r mediation to Spain, whleh Spain
had not accepted, what an emission of grist
there was ! Xo such offer had been maele', lt
tins declared, nor even contemplated. The in¬
dignant cackling of ihe* Cuckoos waxed wildly
shrill In the denial. Vet in the fulness of time*
their Utterances were shown to be armin non¬

sense when the President's own Message ex-

.'KHy confirmed The Tribune's statement, to

the very letter. Still later there caine :* tale
from T'aris ihat the Great Powers wen' In full
sympathy with Spain ami wera warning the
United States to keep hands off. And there
were those on this slele of tte Atlantic who be¬
lieved ii. anel repeated lt. with many a "My!
ain't lt terrible*? Wilt shall we doV" ami with
ousters rebukes te> those American sympa¬
thisers with Cuba who ha<I brought upon this
country such awful menace. Hut u day or two

was sufficient time to demonstrate that this
was lho most ne>nsensie\tl nonsense eif it all.
With sueh re-e-orel for the past, what wonder

ihat nonsense is still afloat, ami will continue
to be. so long as tte C.iban war for Indepen¬
dence lasts? Age* is tiie season of Imagination,
said morions Christopher, ami the older tlie
strife gn>ws the more we may expe-ct that
fnculty to tie employe-el thereon, lt ls ine-vita-
ble. There ls ne> use in struggling against it.
Hut what ls worth while ls to keep minds sane

and visiein clear, so that such nonse-nse' will be
recognised as what it is. ami be dismissed at
its true lack of value, li is nnnve>idnble that
nonsense should bc uttereel; but there ls no need
of being deluded b.v lt.

Xo deliberation and circumspection can be too

great In framing a .barter that will fix the civio
destinies of 8,000.000 people.

<;ovs-iTie>r Tllack speaks as an expert when he
urges artie,n b.v the- Legislature for the preserva¬
tion e>f thf* forests of the State. He kne)WS the
Adirondack region by personal assoc|atl'»n with
lt, and realiz.-s the- necessity nt prompt ae-tton
as perhnps few of itt.' legislators can.

-.-

canada need not ba alarmed. The T'nited
States is not lying awake o' nights to plan a
Jameson raiel upon Toronto.

?

New-Ye>rk City was unable to secure Dr. Oil¬
man as iis Superintendent or se-hoeWs, greatly to
the regret of all who wante-al ta. Bee the school-
we>rk her.- rataed to a higher level. But Mayeir
Hoe.per ..f Baltimore, in appe>intlng a new Hoard
af Behool Commissioners, headi»d the list with tte
name of President filltnan. The Maryland mo-

tropolla ls ta, be n.riKratulated (,n so excellent au

appointment.
?...

If Weyler ia ne,t to be recalled, bo much the
worse- for Spain. He ls serving his rotmtry
abe>ut as l.aeliy as any man could In that place.

A bill has been Introdue-el In the Le-gislatun*
to regulate the height of bulleting In this city.
It ls tim- something was dame in that direction,
e.r, if n..t e>f limiting tho height of bulMlaga, ,,f
providing that rn, more than a certain peree-nt-
age ot tin- total rrontag.- eif a lot she.uld l.e oe-

eupted by a building, as has boan sugg-sted iat>--
|y by a arell-qunlltled engineer.

No taunting e-pithe-t has been more, frequently
npplled by ertaln French Journalists to th.-lr
Teutonic ne-lKhlium than "1«- duel lwirbare,"
vhieh elia) aete-rl7.es the present function e>f th*»
eeds non in ve.pue In the Herman armv. At
th»* same* time mm h fun ls ma.le in England
and Ameries eiver the comparative harmless-
ness of th.- usual French duel. Tie- French
Journals, however, make- nae editorial comment
on the fatal me.tlng that has Just take-n place
!n Tunis. In whl.h Captain Bervonnut, coni-

marider of the frigate Condor, lost his life.
lils opponent waa M. Mallle. a lawyer, Uvlna* In

Tunis. After they had crossed rapiers and
made a few passes, the* seeeinels ran up to Cap¬
tain borvonnet, and e-rled: "Ye>u are touched!"
"I think not." h" inplied, and fell dead, pierced
through the heart. A few months before Cap¬
tain Bat¥minot had been decorated with the
Cross e,f the Legion of Honor .Not even the
dramatic death ur the brilliant career of that
naval oflle-er has stirred a single French Journal
to stigmatize the munler as "un duel barbare."
Perhaps, after all. lt ls not the* principle of the

dosi, bul the way it ls usually fought In OOO*
many, thal some Parisians object to. In the
sam.' spirit, they OOCS hiss.'fl the strangling
SCOnS in "Othellei," but applauded lt the next
night, when the* Moor, following a me,re civilized
ve-rsion eif Bhakeepenre, politely eiispatched his
wife with a Damascus blade.

. ?

The state prison Bupertntendeent has made
gratifying progmaa In providing work for thc

convicts. Nothing could be' worse for them than
to maintain them in idleness.

-* .

Democratic harmony is a spectacle for gods
and mern when IfeCarren and Cantor stand up
In the Seriate* chamber at Albany and savagely
shake thfir fists at each other.

PERSONAL.

Benntor Warren, nt Wyoming, who has b<*en dan¬
gerously in Ia <'hie ago, is on the road to recovery.
A riui.l ls to lu* rais.el by eminent Knirllshmen,

Including Mr i*,Ia<lstone\ for ths painting of .a por¬
trait of Herbert Bpencer for the Hrltlsh notion.
The Hov. P. ft. winiam", of Montgomery, Ala.,

has been railed ta) the rectorship of Trinity Kpls-
copel 'tum h. Washington.
A. BJolstad, ths Bdltor 'if tbs "FolkebUdet,'' or

"People's Paper," of Christlanlu, Norway. is visit¬
ing Minn.-..itu for the purpOSS of promoting the cir¬
culation ol his Journal among ths Scandinavians of
thal Btate. li" la th" author of Beveral historical
works relating to Norway.
"The Philadelphia Ledger" says: "A statue of the

late pr. s.imuei p. Qroee, who was professor of

surgery at tho .Jeftereon Medlcel Colleaa for twen-
tv-.-ix years prior to UB, has recently beea eaal
in Paris, tt is expected te arrive In this country
during the present month, ami lt will ba Sleeted
in the grounds of til" Smithsonian Institution at
Washington. Next May there will bs held In
Washington th<* triennial Congress of American
Physicians and Burgeons, when ir ls expected that
over a thousand medical men will be assembled,
and on the second day of th" convention ih.- atatuo
will be unveiled by n granddaughter ot Dr. (ira)*---).''

In the Sa hube rr exhibition to ba held In Vienna to

commemorate the composer's hundredth birthday
th.re will not only be shown everything obtainable
relating to Schubert .im] his work**, bul there win
also be* 9 .-artion Illustrating the lif.- an.l art ..f bia
lime. Much spaco win bs devoted, also, to thc
thre-,- artists, Srhwlnel. ICupelwelser .inal Danhauser,
who stood close to Schubert in bia lifetime, and r.>
Hi" i.ij whose renee he Bet to music. Then will
be aa especially full showing >.i' works by Bchwlnd

in fact, larger collection than haa previously
been shown in Vienna, many of which are- from
private gallerk b.

Janies Kirk, e>r Pique, Ohio, who strung the first
telegraph Una between Baltlmoro Bnd Washington,
In lvi, hus heen stricken wiri) paralysis and ls In s
i-ritli-.ii condition, lu th" airly days of telegraph
construction he was prominently Identified arith
several companies He was i broker in this city
for m.my yean.
"Tha <;. ntl.woman" Beyi thu almost nil th-

me.rning dresses worn by thad rrtnan Empress sn
ma.!.* et home, and Her Majesty In thia way ls able
to economtaa greatly. When In private she lik.s
to be dress-d ns simply as possible', anal her favor¬
ite costume is a s>*r>;.- skirt with a pretty !,I.ri¬
ane! a slmpl.- straw hat. She* has, however, one

great trial, and that is 9 tendency to grow stout.
Tor herse-lf she* wjuIiI not mind, but the Emperor
bas ;i horror of having a fat wife, ani the poor
Empress ls obliged to diet herself and to wear
clothes much too tight for her. This is aald to be
the greatest 'rial of her life, as the Emperor i-
always advising h"r what to do, and Inslsta upon
h.-r taking an Immense amount of exercise. Her
Majesty, however, baa sriii a shapely rit-ur.', and
she' is ie.ss stout than sh.* waa a year a^to.

toj

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

A reunion of th* Republican party and veterans
of um !.. to be held in Pittsburg, Penn., on January
2-t under th* auspices of the* National Fremont
Assoctatton.

A New Breed..Doo: Paneler.Yes, madam. 1 hav«
all klru'is of dogs h.-r.-. ls then any particular
breed yam wis!:?
Old Lady (who nada the pnp*-rs) oh. anything

that's fashionable. Lemme see an ocean kt> y-
hound. {New-*fierk Weekly.
A. A. Lesueur, Becrotary or State nf Missouri,

says: "Missouri enjoys Hie proud distinction of hav¬
ing the largest available public school fund of any
State in the American Union.' Thia fund is divided
as follows: I'ommon Behool fund, *3.141 ,."..'« 77; Stat.*
Seminary rum!. tlJM.MDto', permanent eounty,
township uml ellstrlct school furui. J7.'ji:'.692 30; total

permanent se hool fund, B2,3tt,tM lt."
Jones had been quite III. rtne elay the doctor

called .ind found him in a bathtub.
"Why, man sn you crasy? Von must be anxious

to die!"
"No. I ain't." profiled poor Jones; "but illdn't

you s.iv that yo ir last medicine was to be taken In
woterr' (AiiBwen.
The handsoms special number of "The I.os

Angeles Times," Issued on New Year's I)ay, is
another evidence of the prosperity that has come

to that ably conducted Journal. Ir contains sp. ai ti

articles of great Interest about tha industries mid
reaoureeaof Los Angeles and Southern California.

In the Vernncular.- Teacher.Will som* little boy
kindly pive* 9 mon modern veralon of th* saying
thal then is no rose without s thorn?

Kiel.isy -Dey is no push wiilout a knocker..(Ind¬
ianapolis Journal.
The following notice is published In s..verai Kan¬

sas country papers: "''om ls legal ti ader. Wo have
.1 large amount due "ii subscription, Wa will allow
20 lints a bushel forcorn on both old and new sub¬
scriptions. Bring "ii vur corn." Ona p.n>a*r in
Northa-rn Kansas has bel 11 forced to build s> veral
cribs as a result of this notice.

Bobby doesn't B**ru happy even with all those*,

'so i have notle.-d what's th.* matter, Bobby?"
.\\'y, l t,"t new la-a* skates an' a Bled, an' I .lunn.)

whether l want lt l' freese or snow.".{Detroit
i'i-.-.- Press.
"The Key West Rqnator-Democnt" aaiya that

during the last swan weeks "twenty-flea war cor-

nepondents lu1..' left New-York for the Insurgent
.-ariip, but not one of them h.is arrived then; yet
som,* of them an writing letten from the nbel
camp while they are Incog.' la Key Weet, or hav¬
ing 1 good time, ir> perfect security, on sum.' of tha
adjacent keys." Either "The Bquater-Deaaaerat"
la romancing or the correspondents am.

sir Chellas Oavaa Duffy, a form.) pnmler of
tho Australian oolony of Vtctoiln, was once mads
the object of a peculiar embarrassment. A man
on a public oocaaton pres. nted hin)s..|f to S>r
Charles, v.!m had been appointed to sun-..* petty
Ki>v<*rtimetu uniie aft'-r n campaign in whlrh tin 10

baal been questionable electoral practices.
"I suppose," saiel Slr Charles, "that you are one

of my supporters'."'
..Thr..f them." answered the man with a, wink

that waa Impoesibls to mlsandentand. (Pearson'*
Wei kl*..

in commenting an Mayor Hoopers new appoint¬
ments for the Baltimore School Board "The Neem,"
of that city, says: "As tba c>e runs along thn lisi,
lt ls evident that than ls not the slightest oocaaton
tn nsk any queetton about the politics "f these p r-

si-ns. Whoa you bte President Oilman down for
the- Twelfth Ward. > ou don't ask whether lu- is t

DeOMCret or a RepUbUcea, any BMCe than ya.nj
would nsk who is his tniieir or shoemaker. All you
want to know is, will he accept? Vtolbssot Bhedoe,
and Dr. Lilian U',-lsh, mid Mr Qail and Mr. Hui.-
ler anel the; r>-st of them w.re evidently chosen,
strang.- as lt may seem. nlinj>ly bscaUM th.* Mayo*
thought the schools would benefit by having tuen
mi'ii and woasan iii chargs of then "

<!"ne'ral llorue-e Parter lu th.- January "Century"
tells this anecdote of ibu, ral elrant. "A drum
norpa lu imssitiK raueht Bight of du* Oeneral, and
at ones struck up a th.-n popular negro caain-meet-
lng air. Kv.'t> on*' began to laugh, and Rawlins
cried: eie'uii rur the drummera!' 'What's the fun "

Inquired the Oeneral 'Why,' was the reply, 'they
an playing. "Ain't I giaal te Ket out al .!'. wilder¬
ness.His Oeneral smibei .it th.- reedy v.11 .>f
ths musicians, and said 'Well, with me a" musical
Jok* always roqutrea iplenatlon. 1 know only tn 1
tunes One ls "Yankee Doodle," and tha ..th.r
isn't.' " The Lin- George w Childs in his autobiog¬
raphy tells the cllnuu or this story in ., aomewhai
dlftenni form !!.. heerd 11 from 'lr.mt som.' yean
after he hael become celebrated, and by that time
th.- Oeneral w.is accustomed to sav lhal th.' ,>ni\
tune... !i<« knew w.re two: "One ls Hill to the
Chief .md the other isn't" Oenenl Porter's
reminiscence -linus thal Qrant probably originated
this pleasantry ai sn serly uki and carried it

through life, adopting li to circumstances as he
moved frum obacunif tn Iniue..vSi'i'ingtielU He-
pukUcaa. I

LAURIER AND THE CHURCH

CLERICAL NON-INTKHFKHKNCF* IN POL-
ITICsl ONE OF HIS LIKES LABOKS.

CANADA'S PitKM IKK RSPLUM TO Till: CWTMi OP

THK UBKIUI. e;e,VKIlNMKNT Ttl*-: MANITOBA

gOHKKaj QCBSTIOM .--kttIsKMKNt jistikikl.

Quebec, Jan. 7. -The drill hall was closely
packed to-night with ¦rltl/.e-ns nt all e'lat-se-*
anxious te> he*ar Pre-mier Lauri'-r, who ls mem¬

ber fe>r Quebec Eaat ip the Mouse nt Comma,n*.

The Premi.-r, when introduced by Mayor Parent,
who presided) was re-reiveel with tremendous
cheers. Mr. Laurier th.-n began his address in

French, which in part ls as fOUoars:
During twenty years nt puldie; life lt never

has been given m.- ta, sel'lre-si SO many dtlsens
as.s.'mlalid in a nv-e-tlng. I have eOHM to spank
tar iron e»f a raus* which stirs the heart of avery
eitlsen of thia country. It i. a eause whleh will
have a direct tttSct on the Constitution. We
have- He>ived a problem which our predecessors
after ye*ars of trial faib-el t.» settle-. ..tie- way e>r

another. The declxion eif the Privy Council, say
e>ur adversaries, orders imperatively 'I," reetara¬
tion of the separate n<he,ols: I deny this and I
protest against sueh assertions. The Judgment
of th*' Privy Council, whleh I have hr. belora
me. does neit cemtaln a word of this. Th- ''.tthe--
lles of Manitoba thems"l\e*s dial not ask the
restoration nf BepoTUtC Bchooto. The Dtclte] t,;ti
was ne>t mule te, stUBd; lt was hal a pol iti. .tl
dodge in which ne. a,no believed. Sueh was most
of tho legislation of th» Conservattra 'eivem-
ment on the- Ifunlfobn schools. Wi have ob¬
tained from the Oreenway Oovernmenl the
necessary conceaaleos which our Catholic
cltlsens ot Manltohn have long wished fm-.
When twenty-five children shall frequent a

se li<Mil there shall be- a FTench-Cnthollc tea
as v.e* have it in Quebec; ariel mon 'nan that,
f'-n Catholic children will have- the righi to hove
th'-lr r-!lgie>n taught them, even if the s, hoeil is
a Protestant one In majeirity. (Cheers.)

F',r ten years our fellow rlttnsns have been
without a representative in the- Hon-" of <*.m-
mon.i. ho having resigned his seal when ti¬

the- fare-e that iras-carried on about thi i hoe <

of his constituency. Put Mr. Pnndergasi v i'i
re-enter public life now that his fellow-Htlsens
hav** ii....ii given Justine.
Here tbs spanker referre-i to certain attacks

by "L'Evenment,*" the "Courier .in cnn
and the "Minerva," of Montreal, and other C in-
servatlve papers, against him. ii" rompored
th" Hem. .Mr. He.yal. Bdltor ..f th- "Mtnerve."
wi,., celled him (Laurier) th-- devil's advocate,
to Balaam's aaa, whie-h by its Incessant braging
prevented the prophet from cursing th» pe..pl*
e,f rieaJ.

Mr. Lnorler gave several example's of th" re-

fa.rins fm- which Papineau anal La Fonts ..

feitight for in ixl!) in favor eif parltamentar*f
liberty.
"Well," added tho speaker, "let there |

Fcrlbe'el eui my bier, a.** that nf i.a i"
'May I perish that ruy country be saved.' These
were the men from whom I ha'" :r ipired mj
se-if in my political enreer. Lik* theee
pions, I elo not intend tei »nt.r into sin*'
contentions with fae:tfons over mer** words, and
words aleuie. I do not intenel to Imitate tl
tentions of Spain over trivial mutters, ari.I. if I
can help it. we will not imitate (J-recce. srhich
was given to Interior dissensions while the Turk-i
besieged their city. I hav,- labored, anal I will
labor .ill my lifetime, for the triumph of civil
liberty an.l clerical non-interference in matters
political. Wo must bend our energies
developing trail", commerce anei proeperlty in
this land nt ours, and we shall not st .p
.mr polie-y may ho rondemr.e-d by a faotl n "

a.' ,'heersj
Mr. Laurier then delivered a short sp... h in

Knglish. and upon resuming his Beni the Na-
tlemal Snow Shoe club, of which he ls a patron,
presented the Premier with a hanelse.m*- b >u-

eiuet.
Mr. Laurie-r was entbuslaatically cheered as h*

bowed his thanks t.. th-* sudlence.
Resolutions approving of the policy nf tht

Liberal Oovernment were iinanimnii«ly ad'->pto1.
?

ENGI. t NU'S GRE t T PROSPERITY.

IRKLANn'S '-I,MM POB THK. BLItPUTI MtTST 97,

APPROA UKI' WITH A II II.'IAt. MIN'.. SAYS
Pitt M Nil AKL ll I' KS RKAe'll.

London. Jan. T-Sir Mi.-hael f?lcks-Be*ch, Chan*
cellor of tlie Exchequer, addressed hts cir,-';' -.err*

at Rrist.)l tO-nlght Ha .-aid that the prosperity ,^f

tire country in UM even ex'-ee.leel that of the preced¬
ing year, tho valli" of th" Import.- sh.nv.-in an In¬
crease of £XS,MMM, while th- exports Increased '*i
villi.- Clt^MMM. He had reason to ant ilpati t fair
ravenue, an.l deelar.-d that the surplus WOuld be be¬

yond what wa" generally exp.-cted.
ll- foresaw that Ireland would be> a powerfsl

i-';iimanf on the surplus, and be ,).l not Intend .>

sis,miss the difficult quest nnanclal rsl I na
between ;:iu countrj and Gnat Britain until Parlia¬
ment met. H.- .iii* not wonder that rtv* Irish, In a
face e,r' ihe report nf rh.- Financial Commission, tren
demanding consideration, but r-i";.' wot ;. ibject
srhich reauired to be approach) erith a more Judi ll
mind and whl.-h wis furri-r apart from ¦entlment.
Slr Michael deptecated the unworthy charges rhat

Great Britain had plundered i" Irish taxpayers.
7'he srhote matter sras .r>- for reason and argunun-.
H.- regretted tba- th* Irishmen had seised irt '

ie i.k ..ri ile- -r... and had overlooks fl\^
.1 (fen rr reports thereto, 'i unifying ta- name. Im
contrary reports !>> ...¦. royal commissto

ie -. ma must be leah wira with Justice ta tbs
Lotted Kingdom, nhl to In land or England a

-?

INDIA'S SITl ATKIN STILL GRWE.

Tin; RAI\Fai.i,s PRBVI*NTISU a e.RKATiin I'U.iM-

rrt thk earl or buhu ox 111:: sin iti

Calcutta, Jan. 7..A meeting of the Supreme e\-,un-
cil was held ro-day, at which Sir John WooA ra

s.i.l tint india hal been sa.el from the ?' '.<**;

calamity of the century by the rani Oblch hal
so opportunely fallen m November and Dacea
which had checked th* Widespread dre " Ku .'ther
tains last week, he said, bad greatly benefited the
!. rge ar. a o." Kra.ln.-i BOWn and an ai.!.ron to the
food supply was expected in s\pril Nc. rrti.'¦ -

the situation was still grave. Hearty 7' '.»¦. per*..,na
w. re receiving relief anel the QovenUBSBl was f.s i
a'oiitriburmg mone-y sn.l men :.' distribute !'.
The Kiri of Klgin. the Viceroy of Imils, indorsed

Sir J.inn \\ io.timi n's Btatement, ani added thai '.

w.is what the Oovernmenl wis an iltli - ': "ta
give better effect to proposal- far relief. The Gov¬
ernment, however, could have nothing to 4o erith
appeals to private .-iiariry. The relief funds were
.lin!';.', and it should nev.r be aald thai itu full re-
i- urcea of the Empire haal not be.-n u-.d In relieving
th.* distress.

LADY SCOTT Pl.PADS GUILTY.

sin: and OTHER DEFEXDA**rrs in thk .vtio**!
BROl'OHT nv KARL RUSSELL TO nr.

BBXTKNCBO 1\> DAT,

London, .lan. 7 Tue Bps ii""is who crowded the
i'll Halle-y Courtroom thia aiornlng ta watch the
|irn,.liii.-s .if r-,.- action for erlmlnal libel hpiucht
bj Dari Russ.'Ii .ic tins: I.i,ly leott, his mother-in-
law; Jolin COCkerton rid William Ayloti were

treated r.> a surprise. Immediately after the court
was called to orda-r Solla-itor Walton' aro«-e ani an-

i.Diin.i to th*- «'ourr nut, ender tiie gdvtee ti
counsel, the defendants wuhairew their plea e,f ja.-
".i.m.ni iii uttering 'h.* libels compuuned of by
Kiri Russell and pleaded guilty as .-h irned Ths
announcement e-rr.uej a profound sensarron I. dr
Booti wss in i highly e-x.-ir.-.i condition, but Aylett
and Cockerton maintained .tn air of unconcern
'ru.- Jury wi"" rendered .. form il ver.b.-t of fullly
In the CAM of e*ac!i nf Cte defendants, ami ti" Court
announced thar aentences would be lotpoaad uivb
tn. in to-morrow

?

BILL FOR THE TEASSTAAL RI ID.

.THK JOHANM'SHrHlJ STANDARD'" SAVS IT I*
iM'Kit rx***Mm

Johannesburg. Jnn. ".-'.The Johannesburf
Standard" announces this muming that the Gov-

ernmenl bas completed its bili Bgalnet the Briti*h
e;,ivniiii.nl demanding Indesaalty tor the Jameson
niii nod is .iieoiit to foreran! it to Lonee*. The

imo'uni of 'l>e l*°er claims, the pape'r says, la

under tm.oM.AM
-?

TO ELECT LORD ROSIHERY'S SECCESSOS.
I.,,!;,I.mi. .lan 7. "The I 'ally News.'' whu-ll I* :i

Liberal argea, will m-SSSfWU Bap that the Liberal

peen will meet on January M tor tho purp,.. of

.¦le,tliii. a ba.ler of the [-arty In tba HOMM M
i .ir.is ri Buccesslon to the Karl of Rosebery, whe

recently resigned the position of leader of th* Urn*
era! I'-'i'i)-_#_
To SEDUCE THE IRISH COEBFAEULAEfi
Laidoii. Jan. 7 "The Pally \.,ws" will to-morro*

sa> lt ls reported that the Irish constabulary mill be

. ii..-1 by 2.IDV men. which will result tn the suing
to Ireland of SSAMA annually.

MINISTER WIIIISS HEALTH IBFBOFlBEs
H.ui Fraiicls.o. Jan. 7 -The steamer Captte, whl.h

arrived to-ala*, from China via ilonedulu. brings ad-

Vices from the latter point ap to Jami..ry 1 Mln-

ISter Will's, of the I'nlt.*.! Stales Legation, whose

rondittoa tao rei>orteet hoi»«*lesji a few days Aft>.J*
greatly lapreved. and his complete recovery U now

looke'et for. lt will be some tlme^ however, belora

bs will be able to attend te bis ofllclal dutton


